Receptor-independent low-density lipoprotein catabolism.
Cultured cells, animal models, and man all possess mechanisms for LDL degradation that do not require the agency of the high-affinity receptor. In healthy individuals their functional significance can be determined using LDL which has been modified by specific chemical reactions designed to inhibit it receptor binding. Although the precise nature of the pathways has not been defined, there is evidence to implicate the monocyte-macrophage system in the process.